
 

 
 
 

FAQs: Wilson Endowed Research Fund 

Revised August 2025 
 
What is the purpose of the Wilson Endowed Research Fund?  

The purpose of the Wilson Endowed Research Fund is to provide financial support for 
researchers wishing to conduct original research at Liberty Corner, N.J. using the 
collections of the USGA Golf Museum and Library. 

 
Who is eligible to apply?  

The program is open to individuals engaged in any stage of their academic or professional 
careers. 

 
What materials are required to apply?  

• Applicants must submit a brief abstract or detailed overview of the intended 
research not to exceed 500 words. 

• Applicants must provide an initial list of materials to review using the USGA Golf 
Museum and Library catalog and research resources. 

• Applicants must submit a CV and two letters of reference.  

• Researchers must provide details as to how funds are to be spent; use of stipend 
must be documented upon completion of work to be reimbursed.  

 
Where can I apply?  

• Applicants should apply using the following online form: Wilson Endowed Research 
Fund Application. 

• For the required letters of reference, applicants should send the following link to 
their referees to complete and submit online: Wilson Endowed Research Fund 
Reference Letter Form. 

• All materials must be received by the deadline. 

 
What is required of recipients?  

• Recipients will be asked to discuss their project with the USGA Museum & Library 
staff. 

• Researchers are required to acknowledge the USGA Golf Museum and Library and the 
Wilson Endowed Research Fund in any publications or presentations of research 
resulting from this program. 

• Researchers will provide to the USGA Golf Museum and Library a copy of any 
publication or presentation that results from research supported by the Wilson 
Endowed Research Fund. 

 
How much funding may an applicant request?  

• For 2026, applicants may request a stipend up to $5,000.  
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusgaforms.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fwilson_endowed_research_fund_application&data=05%7C02%7CVNenno%40usga.org%7C4c499b338b044b9ba4ad08dc20d8083a%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C638421359440396001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A5EgxpDrr6J5cAphuTizj2T0ejUaa0wGK3VFSOmE5cE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusgaforms.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fwilson_endowed_research_fund_application&data=05%7C02%7CVNenno%40usga.org%7C4c499b338b044b9ba4ad08dc20d8083a%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C638421359440396001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A5EgxpDrr6J5cAphuTizj2T0ejUaa0wGK3VFSOmE5cE%3D&reserved=0
https://usgaforms.formstack.com/forms/wilson_endowed_research_fund_recommendation_letter_form
https://usgaforms.formstack.com/forms/wilson_endowed_research_fund_recommendation_letter_form


 

How will funds be made accessible to recipients?   

Researchers will provide details as to how funds will be spent as part of their application 
materials. Recipients will be notified of the amount of awarded funds. After visiting, the 
researcher will submit receipts and be reimbursed up to the amount of awarded funds. 
Unused funds will be forfeited. Receipts must be submitted within 30 days following the end 
of the research visit.  

 
What are expenses recipients can request funds for?  

Examples of expenses covered by funds may include airfare, car rental, rideshare service, 
fuel, lodging, tolls, mileage, meals and other related expenses approved by the USGA 
traveling to and from Liberty Corner, N.J. or during a researcher’s visit.  

Expenses not covered include software or computer equipment, costs for alcoholic 
beverages, baggage fees, maintenance/repair costs for vehicles used to travel to and from 
Liberty Corner, N.J., incidental charges from hotel amenities, expenses for any other 
persons, health costs associated with travel, and activities not related to onsite research.  

 
When are application materials due?  

• For the 2026 funding cycle, application materials must be submitted by November 
15, 2025. 

 
When will recipients be announced? 

• For 2026, recipients will be announced December 15, 2025. 

 
What can I expect following the announcement of recipients? 

Once recipients are notified as to the amount of funds awarded them, our Library Team will 
work with recipients to schedule the visit and discuss research goals. Our Library Team will 
pull initially requested materials in advance of your visit and provide a detailed agenda for 
the time spent at the USGA. 

When is the USGA Library available to researchers?  

• We recommend that researchers prepare for a minimum 4-day visit, with a travel day 
on each side. Dates are arranged with the Library staff in advance. 

 

How is research conducted at the USGA Library? What are the policies researchers are 
required to adhere to?  

Prior to your visit, please review the following USGA Library Policies and Procedures to 
inform conduct during your visit.  

 
Where can I review the USGA Library catalog?  

The USGA Library catalog can be explored here: USGA Library Catalog and Digital Archives 

 
Who can I contact with additional questions about the Wilson Endowed Research Fund or 
the USGA Library collection?  

Please contact researchgrant@usga.org with any questions regarding the Wilson Endowed 
Research Fund. Please contact library@usga.org with any questions about the USGA Library 
collection.  

https://www.usga.org/content/dam/usga/pdf/museum/Library%20policies%20revised%202024.pdf
https://digitalarchives.usga.org:8463/library/index.php/
mailto:researchgrant@usga.org
mailto:library@usga.org

